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Comments/ldeas

Meditative, celebratory

Location Indoors, possibly a Sunday school room or some other
room where you can safely reach the ceiling with a ladder

30 minutes
Lots of newspapers, tape, markers, boom box
Various readings are incorporated into the litanies.

For opening music, choose a song with a “something-is-about-
to-happen” feel to it. Possibilities include “Make A Joyful
Noise/l Will Not Be Silent” by David Crowder Band from their
CD All | Can Say, or “I Still Haven’t Found What I'm Looking
For” from U2’s The Joshua Tree. You might also try “The Lord’s
My Shepherd” or “Spirit, Draw Near” from the CD included
with this book. Close with music that has a “can’t-keep-a-good-
man-down” feel. I've led this service using “Change in My Life”
by John Pagano (off the Leap of Faith soundtrack) and “Lions”
off the This CD by Lost and Found.

If you have a talented drummer in your group, you might want
to ask that person to provide a steady background beat on a
wastebasket during the reading portion of this service. Be sure

to work with your drummer ahead of time on this.

antroduction

This service symbolizes the fact that
we worship a God of new beginnings
and second chances. You can use
this service as a way to celebrate the
new school year—as an affirmation
to give hope to those who dread or
fear another school year, as well as
an encouragement for those who
love school and all its possibilities.
The service can also be modified for
use when a youth leader begins work
with a new church and youth group.

Before the service itself begins,
you'll want to build a “wall” in

the center of the youth room with
newspaper or butcher paper from
your craft closet. Using strong tape,
secure sheets of paper to the ceiling
of the room. Tape sheets of paper
together until you can tape the bot-
tom sheet to the floor. Continue
until you have literally “walled off”
half of the room. (It may be easier to
measure the room first and build the
wall on the floor, and then secure it
to the floor and ceiling.) During the
service itself, you will need a utility
knife to cut a door into the wall.



Order of Worship

Responsive Reading

This opening reading contains a collection of statements likely to be familiar
to most of the youth in your group. Each line spoken by the Leader invites a
well-known response. If you can avoid printing this reading out for your group,
do so.

It is most effective if responses are spoken by the group from memory, rather
than read.

Leader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: The Lord is my shepherd.

People: | shall not want.

Leader: God is great.

People: God is good.

Leader: Love is patient.

People: Love is kind. 21}

Leader: Now | lay me down to sleep.

People: | pray the Lord my soul to keep. g

Leader: Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 7;3

People: Praise him all creatures here below. %
w

You can incorporate into this litany lines from other Scriptures, prayers, or
worship rituals that your youth would recognize. But use only two lines from
any particular source.

Opening Meditation
The Leader should say something like:

One thing this school year is not is just another school year. You are not
headed back to the same old school to see the same old teachers and eat in
the same old cafeteria. This school year is not just “more of the same.” This
school year is the beginning of something new.

It’s like when a family has a second child. That second child is never
born into the same family as the first child. A first child is born into a
family that has no children, but a second child is born to a family that has
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experience. In the same way, this school year is a new beginning for you.
Everything is brand new—if you choose to see it that way.

God spoke to the prophet Isaiah and said, “See, | am doing a new thing!”
Jesus did not say, “I came so all things could be...uh...pretty much the same
as they always have been.” Jesus said, “I came so that all things could be
NEW.”

As we read and hear the following Scriptures, understand they are all
“beginnings.” Each of them represents a fresh start, a second chance. We
need to hear them continue. And like the first day of school, all a beginning
requires is that you keep going.

Scripture Readings

If youth leaders are leading this service for your group, have them stand in
a circle around the youth. The readings can be done by just two readers, or
can be divided to match as many as are willing to read—the more voices, the
better. Readers can be adults or youth and should include both guys and girls.
Verses should be read one at a time, but without leaving space between the
readings.

Reader 1: In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the
earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep,
and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

Reader 2: So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he created them.

Reader 1: So the Lord said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have cre-
ated, from the face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures
that move along the ground, and birds of the air—for | am grieved
that | have made them.” But Noah found favor in the eyes of the
Lord.

Reader 2: Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower
that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and
not be scattered over the face of the whole earth.”

Reader 1: The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your
people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show
you. | will make you into a great nation.”

Reader 2: Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because
he had been born to him in his old age; and he made a richly ornamented
robe for him. When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than
any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.



Reader 1: Then Pharaoh’s daughter saw the basket among the reeds
and sent her slave girl to get it. She opened it and saw the baby. He
was crying, and she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the Hebrew
babies,” she said.

Reader 2: But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from
you. Where you go | will go, and where you stay | will stay. Your people will
be my people and your God my God. Where you die | will die, and there |
will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything
but death separates you and me.”

Reader 1: Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why
do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and
are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come
down to me.”

Reader 2: Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant
Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man
who fears God and shuns evil.”

Reader 1: There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under heaven:

Reader 2: a time to be born and a time to die,

Reader 1: a time to plant and a time to uproot,
Reader 2: a time to kill and a time to heal,

Reader 1: a time to tear down and a time to build,
Reader 2: a time to weep and a time to laugh,

Reader 1: a time to mourn and a time to dance,
Reader 2: a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
Reader 1: a time to embrace and a time to refrain,
Reader 2: a time to search and a time to give up,
Reader 1: a time to keep and a time to throw away,
Reader 2: a time to tear and a time to mend,

Reader 1: a time to be silent and a time to spealk,
Reader 2: a time to love and a time to hate,

Reader 1: a time for war and a time for peace.

Reader 2: Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to
execute the wise men of Babylon, and said to him, “Do not execute the
wise men of Babylon. Take me to the king, and | will interpret his dream
for him.”

{23}
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Reader 1: “See, | will send my messenger, who will prepare the way
before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to
his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will
come,” says the Lord Almighty.

Reader 2: This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together,
she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.

Reader 1: John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. And this
was his message: “After me will come one more powerful than I,
the thongs of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and
untie. | baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”

Reader 2:

The Word was first,

the Word present to God,

God present to the Word.

The Word was God,

in readiness for God from day one.
Reader 1:

Everything was created through him;
Nothing—not one thing!—

came into being without him.

What came into existence was Life,
and the Life was Light to live by.
Reader 2:

The Life-Light blazed out of the darkness;
the darkness couldn’t put it out.

Reader 1: The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the
neighborhood.

Reader 2: Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer
went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the
path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where
it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shal-
low.”



Reader 1: “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who
wanted to settle accounts with his servants. As he began the settle-
ment, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to
him.”

Reader 2: “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out
early in the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard. He agreed to pay
them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard.”

Reader 1: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a
wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those who had
been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused
to come.”

Reader 2: “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his
servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents of
money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to
his ability. Then he went on his journey.”

Reader 1: In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem
to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him
of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.”

Reader 2: Then Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose one of you has a
hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in
the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?”

Reader 1: Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons.
The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the
estate.” So he divided his property between them.”

Reader 2: Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you. It is my blood.”

Reader 1: Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have
carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get
him.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried
out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher).

Reader 2: Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have
seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her.

Reader 1: And Jesus said, “Behold, | am with you...always.”
Reader 2: And Jesus said, “Behold, | am with you...always.”
All voices (stagger these voices so they sound like echoes):

I am with you...always.

{25}
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The Wall

The Leader should say the following:

This is a chance. This is a new beginning. Right now you can choose to
look at this new school year with all the potential and hope that God sees
in you. You can look at this school year as an opportunity. Look at this wall.
It represents all that is keeping you back. Think of all the things that are
separating you from what you want to be, from what God wants you to be.
I’m going to cut a door in this wall, and then each of you is going to step
through, one at a time. As you step through, | want you to say the words:
“God makes all things new.”

At this point take the utility knife and cut a door into the wall you have cre-
ated. Do not cut all the way down to the floor. Open the door and invite the
students to step through one at a time.

Closing Prayer

Close with this prayer or one of your own.

Creator God, you have given us so much potential. Forgive us when we
waste it. Open the doors; show us the light. Let us begin again. Let us see
every day as a gift. Let us use all you have given us. Let us hear your voice
and see your face. Let us go from this place as new creations. Amen.

Sending Music





